Asian Soybean Rust is continuing to spread in Missouri and the nation
As of October 5, soybean rust has been confirmed in 17 states and 200 counties, including at least 14 counties in Missouri.
Soybean samples from Lawrence and Vernon counties in Southwest 

Missouri were confirmed positive for soybean rust on September 25, 2007.

Since September 28, 2007, soybean rust has been confirmed in Barton and 

Jasper counties in Southwest Missouri, as well as Dunklin, New Madrid, Mississippi, Stoddard and Butler counties in Southeast Missouri.  It had previously been confirmed in fields in Pemiscot and Scott counties of Southeast Missouri.
Dr. Laura Sweets, University of Missouri Extension plant pathologist, and a student worker, Nathan Gross, were in Butler and Dunklin counties earlier this month to look for soybean rust.  They were able to confirm low levels of infection in Butler County, said. Dr. Michael R. Milam, agronomy specialist with University of Missouri Extension in Dunklin County.  He added that rust was confirmed in three of five soybeans fields visited in northern Dunklin County.  "In all cases the rust was at a low level with only a few leaves per plant and a small number of pustules on the affected leaves," Milam said.

"Finding rust at this time of year is mostly of academic importance," he added. "From a practical standpoint it is unlikely to have any impact on this year's soybean crop, even in areas with late planted beans."
Milam said soybean rust is the only soybean disease with raised pustules on leaves. However, rust is hard to see in the early development stages, even with a hand lens. As an example, he said, visits to several fields did not find any rust. However, about 200 leaflets were pulled and taken to Columbia where they were examined under high magnification. They were able to find a single pustule on one leaf.  Samples from fields in Butler and Dunklin counties were sent in as part of the University's monitoring system.  Milam said that rust was first found in Missouri in 2004. It was not found in 2005, and was not found in 2006 until late in the year.  

In recent days there have been reports of soybean rust in counties in Illinois, Kansas, Kentucky, Nebraska and Tennessee, as well as additional counties in Arkansas, Louisiana and Oklahoma.
In most instances the incidence and severity of rust appears to be low.

Current model forecasts show a risk for soybean rust throughout much of the Midwest, Milam said.
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