SOYBEAN RUST ALERT: 
University of Missouri Extension personnel have been actively scouting soybean fields around Missouri for Asian Soybean Rust (ASR) during 2007 as in 2005 and 2006.  Rust was identified on soybean leaves from a field near Hayti and another near Sikeston in Southeast Missouri on September 25, 2007. 

University of Missouri Extension recommends that Southeast Missouri farmers examine each of their soybean fields and determine growth stage and yield potential.  If the beans in pods near the top of the plants are full sized, R6 stage of growth, then no action is needed.  If the beans in the pods near the top of the plant are still developing and the yield potential is 40 bu/acre or greater, the field should be sprayed with a fungicide for rust managements.  Soybean plants in most southeast Missouri are beyond the R6 stage except some of the late-June planted irrigated soybean.

A list of labeled fungicides for ASR management is available at:  http://aes.missouri.edu/delta/muguide/foliarfungicides.stm
Further information about soybean rust can be found at http://www.sbrusa.net
