Soybean farmers top 100 bushels 
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Two Missouri farmers grew soybeans that yielded more than 100 bushels per acre in the Missouri Soybean Association’s 14th Annual Yield Contest.
Kip Cullers, of Purdy, Mo., had the top overall yield with 117.1 bushels per acre using a Pioneer variety and won the contest’s irrigated category. Charles Hinkebein, of Chaffee, Mo., won the conventional category with a yield of 109.3 bushels per acre using an Asgrow’s variety. Mr. Hinkebein also claimed top honors in the no-till category with a yield of 92.3 bushels per acre.

Mr. Hinkebein, who becomes only the third farmer on record to grow soybeans yielding more than 100 bushels per acre, credits an emphasis on plant health for his high yields. He uses a fungicide, insecticide and herbicide and said soil maintenance is important.

“You only get back out what you put into your crop,” Mr. Hinkebein says. “I think a good fungicide and insecticide are invaluable. I know I’ve made more back on those investments than what I’ve put in it.”

For Mr. Cullers, this marks his third consecutive year producing high-yielding soybeans. He broke the world record for soybean yields with 139.39 bushels per acre in 2006 and then beat his own record with 154.7 bushels per acre in 2007.

“Picking the right varieties for your area is extremely important for yields, but what I’ve learned is just to experiment with my non-contest fields just like I do with my contest fields,” Mr. Cullers. “Now we’re managing our non-contest beans a lot like our contest beans and they’re yielding better.”
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